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“The Future of Bussing” 


NEATO Elections! 


Enclosed with this issue of OBR is the ballot for NEATO 
officers and board of directors for the coming year. NEATO is 
unique among VW clubs (and perhaps among car clubs generally) 
in having not only elections for it's leadership, but also in sending 
out ballots-by-mail to the general membership for full club 
participation. This year the club has more choices than ever, as 
you will see by the ballot. 

The system isn't perfect, however. A decided minority of 
members vote. Out of a general membership that hovers around 
900-1000, the last election in '97 brought in only 120 votes. 

So, let's make this more interesting. Send in a note with 
your best guess of the number of votes that will be cast and win 
a one-year renewal of your club membership. Just like “The Price 
is Right,” the rules will be simple: 

the closest guess without going over will be the winner. 


New NEATO Local Chapters 


This month we are proud to announce and welcome two 
new NEATO Local Chapters into the fold. The first new chapter 
is the London Bridge Bullis from Lake Havasu, Arizona and they 
will be holding their first event as a NEATO chapter in January 
1999. The next new chapter is the Orange County Transporter 
Owners in Orange County, California. They already held one 
event that was a huge success and will be holding their next event 
in February 1999. 

Check out the Coming Events on page 12 for more 
information about these events, and the back cover for contact 
information for these new chapters. 


Passing the Editorial Baton 


After much soul-searching, I need to take the back seat in 
production of Old Bus Review (well, maybe not the back seat-- 
more like I'll be sitting in the middle seat!). 

Since 1989, to a very large extent, the club has revolved 
around my dedication to the newsletter, and general office 
management. Over the past years more and more people have 
taken more and more of the work as the club grew ever bigger 
and more mature. However, each time some piece of club work 
was taken on by someone else, the work that I kept got bigger, 
too! 

My various personal commitments over the past year have 


been such that I could hardly think about the larger picture of 
NEATO and my position in it. Family and work demands caught 
up to me, and I see that I cannot balance all and still be the point 
man for the club (as I was seen to be by many). 

So, Dave Easterwood has been appointed Editor for the 
following year, and has dedicated himself to getting newsletters 
out in the timely manner to which the club was accustomed. I'll 
be right behind him (here in that middle seat), contributing what 
Ican. For the near future, I'll also be responsible for various work 
in the NEATO office, and working on a few special projects. 

So, I'm no longer driving, but I'll be involved. Dave knows 
where he's going, but I'll have the mapbook in my lap if he ever 
needs advice. 


Tra 


From the editor 


First I would like to thank Tom for all the hard work he 
has done for NEATO. Without Tom, NEATO would not be 
what it is today! 

I have been appointed by the NEATO officers and Board 
of Directors to serve you, the members, for the next year. My 
number one priority is to get the newsletter back on schedule 
while maintaining the quality you have come to expect of Old 
Bus Review. 

In order to attain this goal, I will need help from the mem- 
bership. Please note that the address for correspondence related 
to Old Bus Review has been changed to: 

NEATO 
335 Atlanta Street 
Marietta, Georgia 30060 

Please send all article submissions, photos, and classifieds 
to this new address so they can be published in a timely manner. 
Or better yet, email them to neato@mindspring.com. Emailing 
Old Bus Review submissions and classifieds will greatly reduce 
production times, because I don’t have to re-type them! 


Dave Easterwood, Editor 
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Old Bus Review 


This is issue Number 63 of Old Bus Review, published six 
times per year by Northeast Association of Transporter Own- 
ers, Inc. Publication dates are during the second weeks of 
January, March, May, July, September, and November. 
Deadline for articles, letters, ads, etc., is the 15th of the month 
preceding publication. However, the next deadline is: 


January 15th. 


Northeast Association of Transporter Owners, Inc. (NEATO) 
was established to help members maintain, restore, buy or 
sell pre-1968 Volkswagen Transporters (Microbuses, 
Kombis, Campers, Single- and Double-Cab Pickups, etc.). 
Membership is open to all owners and admirers of these 
vehicles, and ownership of a pre-1968 VW Transporter is 
not a prerequesite to join. 


Membership in NEATO (which includes a subscription to 
Old Bus Review and a copy of the Transporter Tourist & 
Traveler Directory) is $20 per year. Overseas dues are $30 
US per year. Please make checks payable to NEATO. 
Membership requests, changes of address, and editorial 
contributions should be sent to: 


NEATO/Old Bus Review 
335 Atlanta Street 
Marietta, Georgia 30060 
Phone / Fax: (770) 514-9159 
email: neato@mindspring.com 
Web: http://www.mindspring.com/~deasterw/neato.html 


Back issues (#13 through #62, only) of Old Bus Review are 
available at $2.50 per copy. Send requests to above address. 


NEATO Officers & Board of Directors: George Bossart 
(Clerk), Bill Bowman (President), Mike Brown, Jim Bryant 
(Treasurer & Super Helpful Person), Ted Chaney (NEATO 
Stuff), Dave Easterwood (Editor), Jim Ellis, Jerry Jess, Gary 
Morgan (Chapter Coordinator), Cletus Riedel, Frances 
Roberson, Michelle Underwood, Rich Yost. Tom Brouillette, 
(Senior Editorial Consultant). Luke Lukey, (Senior News 
Analyst). All club work is volunteer--no salaries are paid. 


The views and opinions expressed in Old Bus Review are those of 
individual contributors and not necessarily those of the Officers, 
Directors, or Editor unless otherwise stated. 


Although care has been taken to make the information contained 
herein as complete and accurate as possible, NO NEATO CLUB 
OFFICER, NOR CLUB MEMBER, PAST OR PRESENT, SHALL 
BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM THE USE 
OR MISUSE OF INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN. 


Observe proper safety precautions when working around a vehicle; 
especially an older vehicle. Pay strict attention to manufacturer’s 
directions, wear safety goggles, gloves, respirators, and proper 
clothing. With proper care, the old car hobby can be accident-free 
and fun. 


Copyright © 1998 by NEATO, Inc. 
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NEATO STUFF 


Literature 


‘Split Screen' Transporter: Specifications, Modifications 
& Optional Extras, Edited by David Eccles & Alex Ellis. 
Technical and statistical information, including year by year 
changes, paint & trim codes, model numbers, production 
numbers, special models and optional extras. Profusely 
illustrated! $17 postpaid to NEATO members ($20 to non- 
members.) 


Volkswagen Transporter Workshop Manual, 1963-1967 
Type 2, by Volkswagen United States. Newly republished by 
Robert Bentley, Inc. Reprint of original repair information 
for all Type 2 models sold in USA and Canada. 
Comprehensive illustrations and procedures for routine 
maintenance, troubleshooting, repair and rebuilding. 918 
pages, with 1,450 figures, illustrations and diagrams. 
Softcover, 8-3/8" x II". $79.95, plus $7. shipping/handling. 
(Canada airmail: add $13; overseas air-mail: add $45- 
otherwise, Manual will be sent surface mail.) 


VW Transporter/Bus 1949-1967, by Walter Zeichner 
(English translation of original book). Covers origin and 


development of VW Transporter, with technical information, 
contemporary advertisements, etc. Many photos, 11 pages in 
color. Hard cover, 10 1/2" x 7 5/8". 96 pages. $19.95, plus 
$3.55 post/handling. (Canada, add $6.55 post/handling. 
Overseas, add $15.05 post/handling. Sent airmail.) 


Volkswagen Bus/Camper/Van, 1954-1967. Articles on 
Microbus, Camper, Station Wagon, Devon Caravette, and 


others. 100 pages. Soft cover. $15.95, plus $3.50 shipping. 
(Canada, add $5.05 post/handling. Overseas, add $9.05 post/ 
handling. Sent airmail.) 


"VW-Transporter": A recent reprint of the first bus 
brochure published in Germany in 1950. 9 pages of black & 
white photos of the earliest Type 2's. $4 each, postpaid. 


Other Stuff 


NEATO window stickers - No Splitty should be without 
one! One: $1; Three: $2; Five: $3. Please specify either Blue 
on White, Green on White, or Red on White (or a mix 
thereof). Also in stock: stick-on-outside stickers (great for 
bumpers!). 


Please make your check payable to NEATO, and in US 
funds, drawn on a US bank. Mail to: 


NEATO STUFF 
22 East Walnut Street 
Westerville, OH 43081 


KAA bee, 


From the Driver's Seat ... 


Welcome to 1999! Yes, this issue of OBR is still really an 
issue from 1998, but by the time this is in your hands, it will be 
Janurary 1999. I'd like to wish all of you out there in Busland a 
bright and happy New Year. Many of you in the harsher climates 
have already tucked your Transporters away for the worst months 
of the winter, but a few of you brave souls are still sloshing around 
in the salty muck and enjoying your rides. Whatever your 
situation, be sure to take care of your "Splitty", yourselves and 
your families too. 

As we enter the new year, a few changes have been 
implemented here at NEATO, as evidenced by our cover articles 
from both Tom and Dave. Dave Easterwood is our new OBR 
editor and will be concentrating on producing the OBR on a 
monthly basis for a while until we can get it back on schedule. 
We still want to give you the same great issues you've come to 
expect, but we'll be concentrating on picking up the pace for a 
while. We could use a little of your help to make this happen! So 
if you've got a great idea for a story or article, event or Chapter 
activity report, or a great tech tip, please send it along to Dave. 
You might use use the doldrums of winter to dig through that 
garage or basement and put together a new list of VW goodies that 
you want to sell, or a list of items you'll be needing for that spring 
Bus project you've been putting off. Then either e-mail or postal 
mail your classified ads, letters to the editor, or OBR articles and 
photo's straight to Dave's addresses listed in this issue for OBR 
contributions. That's the fastest way to get them in the very next 
issue! Go on, Dave's waiting to hear from you. 

Td like to take a moment to thank Tom Brouillette for all of 
his past and current contributions to NEATO through all that he 
has done for us. Without his devotion to Split Busses and their 
owners, there almost certainly wouldn't be a NEATO as we know 
it. His experience has been invaluable and we look forward to his 
continued contributions to OBR and NEATO for a long time to 
come. Thanks again Tom! 

Included in this issue is our ballot for general elections of 
NEATO Officers and Board members. Last issue, we published 
our Club by-laws which describe the duties of the various 
positions available. For several months we have asked everyone 
to consider running for a position and submitting a nomination. 
Enclosed in this issue is a list of those nominations, and a ballot 
for you to use to make your preferences known. Please take the 
time to review these bio's and then select those individuals that 
you'd prefer to lead NEATO in the next year. Fill out the ballot 
and then please mail it back to the Election return address. 
Thanks for participating in the election process. 

The administrators of NEATO are all volunteers and do 
their best to devote their time and efforts on your behalf, in 
between their work and family life. In 1999 we will be making a 
concerted effort to get the OBR's out to you on time, to promote 
participation in the regional Chapters, to encourage you to spread 
the word about NEATO, and to increase our numbers worldwide. 
But above all, just like you, we want to have fun with our old 
Busses. 

So let's all make it a point to try to do all of those things in 
'99, especially the last one!!! 

Take the Bus! 

Bill Bowman SN 

NEATO President a 


Welcome New Members! 


*Michelle D'Amico, Portland, Oregon ('67 Westfalia) 

Todd M. Schindler, Richmond, Virginia ('60 Westfalia) 
Daniel A. Barrett, Marietta, Georgia ('67 Deluxe) 

*Greg Noble, Thousand Oaks, California 

Jeff & Jane Ver Planck, Wellesley, Massachusetts 

Mark Wing, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Steven C. Lesher, Rio Racho, New Mexico ('60 Double Cab) 
*Karl Emanuel, Chicago, Illinois ('65 Standard with sunroof) 
Lawrence E. Murphy, Shorewood, Wisconsin ('58 13 Window) 
John Wolfe, Greenland, New Hampshire ('88 Vanagon GL) 
Susan Lundgren, Long Beach, California 

Michael A. Saucedo, Pomona, California ('65 Deluxe) 

Chuck Surack, Fort Wayne, Indiana ('63 shortened 4 feet) 
Christine Prout, Elk Grove, California 

Dwight M. Rathmell, Rockwall, Texas ('67 Bus) 

Rich Tiriris, Prospect Park, Pennsylvania (‘70 Campmobile) 
John Dietzel, Aiken, South Carolina ('71 Campmobile) 

H. Steven Dolan, Alexandria, Virginia (‘73 & '76 Westys) 
Johnny Jimenez, Diamond Bar, California ('59 Deluxe) 
Barry Hoppie, Newport Beach, California (‘59 Kombi w/swivel seat) 
Rich Kimball, Tustin, California ('57 Panel) 

Mark Adair, Buena Park, California (‘59 Westy, '66 Pickup w/ 
wooden wide bed) 

Jeff Kritz, Fullerton, California ('57 Pickup, '65 Firetruck) 
Evan Lee, San Bernardino, California (‘63 Single Cab) 

Fred Cantiago, San Bernardino, California (‘60 Kombi) 
Stanley Ford, San Barnardino, California ('65 Bus) 

Matthew P. Adragna, Lake Hauasu City, Arizona ('64 Double Cab) 
Cory Houck, Lake Hauasu City, Arizona ('65 Double Cab) 
Demetrios Manro, Los Angeles, California ('56, '58, & '60 23 
Windows +13 more) 

Babs & Brian Piercy, Guerneville, California ('67 Westy, '59, 
‘63, & '65 Single Cabs) 

James A. Smyth, Hartwell, Georgia (67 Dormobile) 

Dwyne Whittle, Marietta, Georgia (67 Deluxe) 

Bradley Jacobsen, Marietta, Georgia 

James Tolley, Greenville, South Carolina (Two '63 Single Cab Pickups) 
Lloyd Madansky, Grover Beach, California ('61 Single Cab Pickup) 
*K. Kraus, Toledo, Ohio (‘66 Kombi, '71 Westy) 

*Matt Devine, Costa Mesa, California ('52 & '55 Deluxes, '54 
Deluxe RHD) 

*Ed Economy, Artisia, California 

*Martin Moore, Salmon Arm, British Columbia, Canada ('57 Kombi) 
*Alan & Stephanie Schofield, Glossop, Derbyshire, England 
*Kyle C. Knox, Napa, California ('66 Westy) 

*Andy Pechenik, Miami, Florida 

*Shawn Britton, Calgary, Alberta Canada ('66 Bus) 

Kris Heinicka, Gainesville, Florida (‘59 European Single Cab) 
Rolondo Villavisanis, Leisure City, Florida (‘66 Kombi) 

(* = returning to NEATO after an absence -- Welcome Back!) 
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Daily Driver Delusions 
By Everett Barnes 


his is based on a true story. It all started on a Saturday. 

I had decided to look for a new Type 2 to use as a daily 

driver and was perusing the local Auto Trader classifieds 
when I saw it: 


“1958 Bus, Kombi model, 7 doors, sunroof, all original, 
complete, needs paint, lowered, $2000.” 


Whoa! A ’58 Double Door Kombi?!? It was all a daze as the 
phone seemed to spring into my hands and dial itself. The 
owner’s mother answered the phone, indicated her son was not 
home but he would call me back when he returned. 

A few hours later, I got the return call. He began with what 
seemed like a prepared speech: “It’s a ’58 Kombi. All the parts 
are there, it has been primered with the good stuff and is almost 
ready for paint. The only body work it needs is a little bit of 
welding on the passenger front floor, the windshield was leaking 
when I bought it and there are a few holes. Right now itis ata local 
shop, I took it there because it was overheating and he repaired 
it. I had some money trouble and could not pay for the repairs. 
Now I need to sell it because I owe the shop over $1000 for repairs 
and 3 months of storage fees. The $2000 price is firm.” 

“Does it have all the seats?” I asked. 

“The front seat is there. There are no rear seats.” 

“Well, maybe it didn’t come with rear seats. . .” I mumbled 
under my breath, then replied “Okay, I would like to come see it. 
Can I get the VIN#?” 

He was quick on the reply. “I don’t have the pink slip in front 
of me but the number of the shop is KL5-3346, they know I am 
selling it and can give you more information about it and any 
work they did. I'll try and find the pink slip in the meantime.” 

“The Bus is in your name, right?” 

“Oh yeah, I’ ve owned it for about 1 year, just haven’t driven 
it much.” 

“Okay, I'll call them, when can I come see it?” 

“Ihave to go out for the rest of the day, call me tomorrow and 
I can meet you at the shop.” 

I called the shop, they were closed. 


Sunday 

I woke up early, excited to go see the Bus as early as I could. 
My wife, Jen, convinced me that I better wait until at least 9 am 
tocall, so Idid. Got his machine, left a message. Continued trying 
to call him at various intervals throughout the day with no luck. 
Finally got a call back late that evening, he had dug up the pink 
slip. I retrieved the VIN information and consulted my reference 
books. Damn, it’s a’63! I really wanted a split-case era Bus, but 
man, acomplete and original Double Door Kombi? I gotta at least 
see it! 

“Can I come see it today?” I asked. 

“No, I found out the shop is closed today. Call me tomorrow 
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and we can meet over there after work.” 

“Okay.” 

By this time, I’ ve decided I want the vehicle, a complete ’63 
Double Door Kombi in excellent shape for around $2000? 
Sounds like a deal! 

Called the guy multiple times Monday and Tuesday, always 
got the message machine but it was full. My mind was racing, is 
the machine full of potential buyers? Is the Bus sold already? 
Why isn’t he calling me back? 


Wi 


Because of my inability to contact the owner, I decide to call 
the shop to see what information they have on the vehicle. 

“Hello, I’m calling about the Bus stored at your shop that’s 
for sale,” I began. 

“My Bus? I want $1500 for it.” 

“Oh, I thought it was just in storage at your shop, waiting for 
the owner to pay his bill.” 

“No, it’s mine, I’m submitting the paperwork today to get it 
put into my name, I’ve had a lien on the vehicle for 3 months. The 
owner is in jail in San Jose anyway,” he replied, as if that was a 
common occurrence. 

Now I was getting frustrated. What the heck is going on 
here? He’s been in jail the last few days? That’s why I haven’t 
heard from him? Okay, calm down, typical thing that would 
happen to me now that I’m seriously interested in the Bus. Just 
play along... 

“Oh, really? Well, I am interested in it. When will it be in 
your name?” 

“T’m going to the DMV tomorrow.” 

“I would like to come see it this weekend.” 

“Call me Saturday morning and you can come out.” 

Now I’m just nervous. Does the seller even own the Bus? 
Well, I have the VIN#. Let’s see what the Department of Motor 
Vehicles has to say about this. I call to see if he is the registered 
owner. They were polite but informed me they could not give me 
that information. Fine, I’ll call the police station. 

“Hello, I am interested in purchasing a vehicle I have found 
and wish to verify the ownership of it.” 

“Why would you need to do that?” 

“Well, the supposed owner may be in jail right now so I just 
thought I would check.” 

“Go ahead.” 

I relayed the ownership information to the police and they 
verified he was still the owner, at least for now. I then decided to 
call the San Jose jail to check his release date. You’d think the 
information might be private but no, they come right out and tell 
me he’s not getting out, the charge is fraud and with his priors, he 
is being held until his arraignment. Well, maybe the shop owner’s 
lien will go through and I can just buy it from him. 


Thursday 


The owner calls me back! Says he was just off visiting his 
friend for a few days and couldn’t get back to me. Uh-huh, either 
that or you were in JAIL! It’s getting pretty obvious that fraud is 


in his veins but I’m determined that I have got to see the Bus, if 
only to have a complete story about it. I tell him I’m going to see 
it on Saturday at the shop and ask him again if he has a pink slip 
in his name. 

“Yes, Ihave it right in front of me. Just call me after you go 
see it and make me an offer. I’ve got to sell it ASAP so make me 
an offer.” 

Righhhht, now he’s just trying to rip somebody off when he 
knows he’s losing ownership of the vehicle. I decide to call the 
jail again, to make sure he didn’t escape or something, to see if 
he had a bench warrant out for his arrest, and to find out why he 
was he even let out. Maybe I got his name wrong. . . I call the San 
Jose jail again to see when he’s getting out. 

“Oh, it looks like we let him out on his own recognizance. 
We needed room for a bunch of drunks and DUIs we arrested 
Wednesday night. His court date is in 2 weeks.” What? Nice legal 
system we have here, they let someone with multiple counts of 
fraud out to let some drunks sleep it off? 


Saturday 


I wake up early again, ready to go see the Bus. I’m a little 
distraught at the circumstances and am wondering if this is just 
a big waste of time. I set up the time to go over there and call my 
brother, relating to him the story so far. He decides to come with 
me, if only to see what should be a nice Bus. Jen, Dave, and I piled 
into Jen’s car and make the 1 hour drive across the Bay to his shop 


without incident. 

It looked like a normal repair shop, big drive-through double 
doors in front, 6 bays inside, all with various vehicles up on lifts 
having work performed. A medium-height, medium-build sleazy- 
looking man seemed to besupervising one of the vehicles. That 
must be the guy. I walked over. 

“Hi! I’m Everett, here about the Bus.” 

“It’s out back, go through there. The keys are in it.” He points 
out through the back double bay doors of his repair shop. As we 
walk outside, I ready myself for the inspection. My hopes were 
up. I guess they shouldn’t have been by this point but I was still 
clinging to the belief that the seller wasn’ t that bad, the Bus would 
make up for all the hassle I had to go through to get it. There it sat, 
squeezed in between an old MG and a crappy Olds that had 
obviously been in a fatal accident. The gray primer looked fairly 
new, body appeared straight, at least the upper half. Walked up 
the side to the cab for a look at the interior. This is it? You call this 
all original? Black vinyl interior panels dumped into the walk- 
through partition? Highback seats grafted in from who knows 
what, obviously not any sort of VW? What sort of radio requires 
you to cut a hole that big in the dash? Okay, calm down, the body 
looks straight. Check the passenger side floor. Damn! I wouldn’t 
describe that nightmare under the passenger side of the front floor 
matas afew holes to be welded up, more like a few pieces of metal 
are left holding the floor intact! I’m not even sure a passenger 
could put their feet down without going through the floor! Is that 


"1958 Bus... 7 doors. . . all original. . . needs paint" 


Art by Jean-Paul Jaquet 
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rust at the bottom of the cargo doors? I bend down for a closer 
look. Are the rockers supposed to look wavy? I prod a little with 
my finger and a piece falls inward. Oh man, talk about your 
serious Bondo job. . . Well, it runs good, right? Let’s check out 
the engine. Yes, I see why it could be overheating, there are no 
heater hoses coming off the fan shroud and no engine seals in 
sight. What exactly did the repair shop fix for that $1000? 

Well, maybe I can talk the guy down once I explain all the 
stuff that is wrong with it. I may as well drive it, what else could 
be wrong? After much maneuvering and Jen and Dave flashing 
various hand signals, I get the Bus out from the back of his shop 
and into the interior of the repair bay. Sure doesn’ t feel like a stock 
engine but maybe I’m confused by the 1700 Ib. pressure plate and 
the fact that it has Type 3 axles and no reduction boxes. I get it 
through the repair bay and out to the front entrance to the shop, 
scraping the dual quiet pack exhaust on everything possible along 
the way. Seems like the engine has got a lot of power, even at low 
rpms. Maybe it’s a 1776cc, it did have some funky Weber carb on 
it. Doesn’t look like there’s much chance I will be buying it so 
might as well have a little fun. I rev the engine up and drop the 
clutch exiting his shop, spinning the rear tires and sliding into a 
right-hand turn going south. Whoa, this Bus is fast! I unintention- 
ally accelerate on the 4-lane main street to 50 mph, getting a little 
scared as I notice the steering wheel has wayyy too much play in 
it to drive safely. I downshift to 2nd on the next turn,making sure 
Ican handle the steering, and then punch it into the straight away, 
rising back up to 55 mph quickly and effortlessly. Okay, enough 
fun, I’ve gone a mile or so, better turn around and head back. 

I begin to head around the block, making a right turn, then 
another right turn when all of a sudden, the shifter goes slack. The 
gear shift is in neutral and won’t go back into gear! And why is 
the idle so high now? I pull up the shift boot to check the shifter 
bolts, no, they are tight, the shifter couldn’t have moved. Maybe 
it’s the shift coupler. Well, if the Bus wasn’t so low I could take 
a look. Forget it, I’m only about a mile away from the shop now, 
I'll just park it and walk back. Got out, went to push the Bus to 
the side using the door jamb. What the heck? I can’t even move 
it! Okay, okay, brakes must be binding a little, crank the steering 
wheel, go to the back and really push. Damn, I can barely get it 
to move. Crap, there’s a fire hydrant nearby, can’t park it there 
anyway. Okay, there’s a spot about 20 yards up the street. Ugh, 
how can the brakes be this tight?!? Did I put the e-brake on? Nope. 
A few passers-by notice my predicament and help me push it over 
to the side by the hydrant. Forget it, I’m leaving it right here, if 
it gets towed, that’s his problem, I’m heading back to the shop. 

Meanwhile, Dave and Jen are back at the shop, wondering 
what happened to me. The shop owner keeps coming out to the 
front of his shop and looking around, checking to see if Dave and 
Jen are still there and making little comments under his breath. By 
this time, they’ve both decided he is a serious a**hole. Jen 
convinces Dave to head out in her car to look for me. He catches 
me walking when I’ m about 1/2 the way back and we cruise back 
to the shop. 

“Where’s the Bus?” 

“Tt broke down.” 

“Oh, stt” 
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“My words exactly.” 

Tenter the shop to find the guy talking on the phone. He takes 
his time finishing the conversation and hangs up. 

“The Bus broke down,” I say. 

“What happened?” 

‘T m not sure, the gearshift was in neutral and I couldn’t put 
it into gear...” I try to explain the steps I tried but he just cuts me 
off. 

“Oh, yeah, that happened once before, I just gotta adjust the 
shifter cables.” 

“Uh, there’s no cables.” 

‘T ve been working on cars for 20 years, YOU don’t tell ME 
about them.” 

“Okayyyy.” I glance at my brother, he has that same ‘This 
guy is insane.’ look on his face that I have on mine. 

Well, I decide to see if he is now the legal owner, maybe I can 
cut a deal. 

“When will the Bus be legally in your name?” I ask. 

“Tt is now,” he answers as if he owned all along. 

Oh, really? I think to myself but say “Do you have the 
paperwork from the DMV?” 

“Well, it’s at my house but I'll go get it if you REALLY need 
to see it.” 

“Yes, I will, if we can arrive at a price. It seemed to run real 
strong before it broke down. What was your asking price again?” 

“It’s $1500.” 

“Well, that would be fair but most of the parts on it are not 
*63, it needs a lot of welding and bodywork, a lot of parts are 
missing plus now it’s not driveable, so what’s the lowest you will 
go?” 

“Make me an offer.” 

“$400, since now TIl have to pay to get it towed home.” 

“No way, I could paint it and sell it for at least $2500, I just 
wantit out of my shop. The owner owes me over $1000 in storage 
charges anyway.” 

I hold back a laugh and just smile. 

“We both know storage charges are bull, I’d pay you more 
if I could drive it away.” 

“I could fix the shifter problem,” he offers. 

“Okay, when would you do that?” 

“Today. My labor rate is $55/hour.” 

I am stunned. This guy is definitely insane. 

“Oh, I thought you meant you would fix it in order to sell the 
Bus.” 

“You're not going to pay me to fix it?” 

Atthis moment, I’ ve finally decide to give it up. Apparently, 
this guy thinks he’s some sort of brilliant scam artist. It’s apparent 
that no deal will be made. 

“Bye.” 

“Wait, I thought you wanted it.” 

“Not for more than $400. I doubt it is even in your name. Call 
me if you change your mind, you have my number. Bye.” 

We left. 

I feel sorry for his paying customers. . . 


acl 


Everett Barnes lusts for Panels in Phoenix, Arizona. 


| Almost Bought a Conversion Van 


By Michelle D’Amico 


When I first began my yearlong search for the perfect bus, I had 
no idea it would take me over three years to find the perfect 
mechanic. True, I do have various factors against me. First and 
foremost, Iam a woman and second, the only thing I really know 
how to do is change the oil. Last, the guys I date know only as 
much as I do. 

The trials and tribulations I have experienced with my bus 
have never made me wantto rid myself of the four-wheeled beast 
until this summer. You see, when I first purchased my ‘66 
Westfalia camper from a teacher in Eugene, Oregon, he had just 
had the engine rebuilt. I drove it away with only 200 miles on it. 
Ihave gone on to replace nearly everything but the transmission. 

The last thing I expected was that I would have to have the 
engine rebuilt again, only 34,000 miles later! Until this May 
when I was stalled on the freeway in a typical Oregon rainstorm. 
(Ihad just disconnected my cell phone.) I was stranded there with 
my dog, and had to carry her several miles to a pay phone. When 
the towman arrived, I decided to have the bus towed to a new shop 
just three blocks from my house so that I could quickly get home. 
I left the bus there for a week waiting for an estimate of whatever 
was wrong. Four days later, this mechanic scribbled me several 
engine rebuild estimates on a napkin. 

In the interim, I had met a “perfect stranger.” A guy that 
drove the same year camper bus. He had offered to help me by 
donating some engine parts to my notably worthy cause. When 
I was handed that napkin, the mechanic had already dismantled 
my engine, which was 
scattered in pieces all 
across his shop. The 
“perfect stranger” had 
accompanied me and 


ing engine parts into both his bus as well as my bus, and we called 
a tow truck again to have it towed to my usual mechanic’s. 

Not before this mechanic started cussing me out, saying “Get 
the !!@x*” off my property and never come back!!” OK, OK, I 
tried to be nice about it but geez. We quickly pushed my 
inoperable bus out of his vicinity. I then had my bus towed to the 
place I had been established with for the past year. The only place 
so far who could get the job done right the first time around. They 
had my bus fortwo weeks and after the “perfect stranger” donated 
$800 in parts, my final bill was only $1200 and my new 1600 
engine was quite enjoyable compared to the to the old one which 
struggled up the slightest incline at only 35 mph. 

Ever since my 300-mile check-up, everything was quite 
good. Then one warm day, I was in a record shop and over the 
loudspeaker I heard, “Would whoever owns the green and white 
bus please come to the front counter” I knew that I was not 
illegally parked and thus curiously rushed to the counter. “A 
customer says your bus is leaking a large amount of gas.” When 
I got outside to investigate, I found a very large puddle. I drove 
the bus home immediately to give ita rest. [called my mechanic’s 
shop, (the one who just rebuilt my engine) and was told this was 
“normal.” A week and a half later, my 300 miles were up (mid- 
June) and I scheduled my 300-mile check up and instructed them 
tocheck my fuel tank and all fuel lines. The next day, they phoned 
me saying the only problem was the gas cap gasket which they 
replaced. 

A week later, the problem continued, with passing pedestri- 
ans still expressing their concern. I phoned my mechanic two 
more times and I was continually told not to worry, this was 


advised me to take the 
bus to someone else. 
Especially since this 
mechanic had lied to 
me about one of his ref- 
erences. (He told me 
that he had previously 
worked for one shop in 
particular for 8 years. 
In reality, he made it 
just one week before 
they fired him.) I im- 
mediately told this guy 
very nicely, that I had 
changed my mind. (He 
was trying to steer me 
in the direction of a 
$5,000 performance 
engine.) The “perfect 
stranger” began load- 


A customer says your bus is leaking a large amount of gas. . . mechanic 


says it's normal. 
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completely normal. This entire time I always tell my “mechanics 
of the moment” never torush, just do the job right. Anyway, don’t 
they usually try to charge you for something you don’t need, not 
the opposite, by what they were doing to me by not wanting to fix 
the problem. 

Two days before the 4th of July weekend, it was a cool 55- 
degree day and gas was literally pouring out like a faucet. Later 
that night I had the bus towed back to my mechanic’s shop. I had 
every weekend in July booked with out of town camping trips and 
it was just two days until I was due to depart for a three day 4th 
at the beach. I was fuming mad and I expressed this in the letter 
that I left in the shop’s mailbox, with my bus blocking their front 
door. (It’s amazing what a resourceful tow truck driver will do for 
a lady in near tears!) 

I wrote that I expected to be made top priority, I expected to 
have the bus repaired and functional by tomorrow afternoon. I 
demand that the owner call me at once etc. The next afternoon, I 
received a phone call from the shop owner asking, “what do you 
expect me to do?” we won’t be able to fix the problem in 2 days, 
it would take at least 3 weeks and I’d have to charge you $800.” 

At this point, I realized that during my July 4th weekend, I 
would have to sleep in my Uncle’s minivan at the beach since the 
hotel my family had booked didn’t allow dogs and every hotel in 
town had been reserved for 3 months prior. I also had to quickly 
reserve a rental car. I was NOT a happy camper! I told the shop 
owner that I felt he had “deplorable customer service skills” and 
that I couldn’t believe he had been in business 30 years and was 
treating me this way! He just replied, “It’s all we can do.” I 
immediately left work and called our local VW club President 
Burt Reif. After listening to me vent my frustration, he directed 
me to Ashley at Always VW. 

Since I was near hysterics, Ashley agreed to take a look at the 


bus, but cautioned not to drive it from shop to shop but to have it 
towed again. When I phoned AAA again, they said the tow 
company refused to tow my bus witha fuel leak, even though they 
hadn’t objected the night before! I hitched a ride from a neighbor, 
got my bus and proceeded to drive very slowly to Ashley’s shop, 
paranoid of what various people had told me about the possible 
danger at hand. 

Once I arrived safely at Ashley’s, he said he could fix the 
problem for $300 and it would take a week. During my bus-less 
week, I began contemplating buying a Dodge or Ford conversion 
van. I even went so far as to get insurance quotes and payment 
options. There was one big perk, you could use a conversion van 
as a tax write-off. (They qualify as a second home.) But just the 
sight of those ghastly $35,000 vans evoked images of Dirk 
Diggler lounging on orange shag carpeting while clumsily smok- 
ing a roach-clipped joint with feathers dangling from it. 

Still, all I could think of were two things. First, I would be 
embarrassed by this costly eyesore. Second, my bus is everything 
I want in a car. From its ingenious design, great looks, plus the 
fact Ican sleep in it, it suits my needs perfectly in every way. All 
I really needed was a good mechanic! Why should I have to part 
with one of my true loves on account of disreputable dishonest 
mechanics? 

In the end, I pursued my goal of complaining to the BBB 
(which I had never done before) about my problem with the shop 
that failed to fix my leaking fuel tank. We went so far as 
“mediation” between the owner and a BBB representative. Need- 
less to say, we didn’t get anywhere and I knew it was pointless 
when the owner said it was my fault for not explaining the 
problem to his mechanic in enough detail! The owner was such 
a moron that I just threw my arms up and said Forget it. Although 
I posted a note for all VW owners to see in my back window 
which warns of these 
“scheisters.”” 

Legal, maybe 
not, but people who 
have saved their splits 
and who might be on 
a budget deserve to 
know. So, I will keep 
my bus and my sin- 
cere hope that Ashley 
will continue to treat 
me right and give my 
bus the love and care 
that she rightly de- 
serves. 


Michelle D’Amico 
drives her bus in and 
around Portland, Or- 


egon. 
ag 
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Stand by your Van! 


Here is a photo of John Yust and his bus “Furthur” next to Ken Kesey's 
Further Bus. 


This Holiday Greeting came in the mail just before going to print (and with 
postage due!), but I couldn't resist putting it in this issue. This is John 
Lago loading up the old Blue Bomber with a nights worth of “provisions”. 

Looks like he is heading out for another adventure, with the fire stoked in 

his wood stove and snow chains on his tires! 
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Bessie Rides Again! 
by Uncle Jerry Jess 


Every once in a while you get 
lucky and find a splitty that you always 
wanted. 

This happened to me this year at 
the Jerome Jamboree. I always wanted 
a Hippy Bus, and at 63 years of age this 
old Hippie was going to build one. 

Then I spotted “Bessie”, a “67 that 
already had a name and was a true 
Hippy Bus that followed the Grateful 
Dead all over America. 

My dream almost did not happen, 
as I was almost too slow on the trigger. 
I took photos at Jerome Jamboree and 


for some reason forgot about Bessie! 
In two weeks I finally finished the roll of film in my 
camera and sent it to be developed. 

When the photos returned my hippy heart skipped a 
beat! There was Bessie again! But how do I reach the 
seller? I phoned a friend of mine in Prescott who by a 
stroke of luck had the phone number of the seller. I 
called the seller and left a message on the answering 
machine, “I want to buy your bus and put it on the road 
again, just like it was in Bessie’s glory days.” 

A few days went by and my call was returned. 
“Bad news, good news”, Jacob said. “The bus has been 
sold, but we gave the money back to the buyer as he was 
going to cut Bessie up for parts. Everything is still there, 


but she is disassembled. If you will put Bessie back on 
the road, you can have her for $450.” 

“Sold!” I said. 

As it turns out, the only rust is in the right side 
rocker panel and a little in the floor. All the glass, 
bumpers, lights, handles and seats were still with the bus. 

The bus was then flatbed trailered to Lake Havasu 
where Ronnie and John of the London Bridge Bullis will 
put Bessie back together in her Hippy form. I am also 
having the original artists of Bessie’s murals freshen 
them up. 1999 with be the 30th anniversary of 
Woodstock, so Bessie will once again be in style. 

Bessie did have a full size metal roof rack, but the 
Living Folklore Medicine Show 
needed money on a tour and had to 
sell the rack. So I need to find a full 
size metal roof rack for her. 

As a strange coincidence and 
proof that Bessie was meant to be 
mine, over ten years ago the previous 
owner of Bessie was at a VW event in 
Phoenix and had his picture taken 
alongside my Herbie! 

There is no doubt in my mind 
that Bessie will be another permanent 
family member of our VW home. 
Herbie has been with us over 12 
years. I am Hippy-happy beyond 
words! My wish to all you bus people 
is that all of you will someday find 
your Dream Bus. Lucky for me, I 
already have! 
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Some Bessie background... 


Bessie toured with the Mother Earth’s Healing 
Circus to New Orleans, Kansas City, Philadelphia, 
Ashville, NC., San Francisco, Wavy Gravy's Camp 
Winnarainbow, Seattle Wash., Boulder, Co., Montreal, 
Canada. She’s been all over. 

I sold the original roof rack for 2 reasons. One we 
were absolutely broke and just barely hobbled home from 
tour with her, but the other reason, and THIS IS NO 
EXAGERATION, we travelled from Kansas City with 2 
unicycles, a bike, a sitar, a banjo, guitar, mandolin, 
saxaphone, clarinet, violin, harp, flute, djembe drum, a 
pair of stilts for Sir Real-the tall man, a trunk full of 
costumes, a box full of microphones and chords, an 18- 
month old child, and 4 adults and all of their personal 
clothing and belongings. I kid you not, the roof-rack was 
stacked so high that she looked like a small mountain. 
From the low plains to Boulder, Co. 35 mph most of the 
way. 

When I got back, I said, “Bessie is too old to carry a 
load like that, so I'm gonna get rid of this roof rack, 
because as long as I have it, I'm gonna push the limits.” 

The roof rack funded her yellow roof paint-job. We 
used to joke how the spare looked like a donut on her 
roof. One time, me and Willows, my girlfriend at the 
time, got in a huge argument while driving Bessie, and 
all of the sudden, the windsheild wipers turned on. 
Willows said, “Stop playing around!”, and I said, “I’m 
not, Bessie has a mind of her own” God, the electrical 
system was spaghetti... I can only take half the credit, she 
was already on a crash course electrically when I got her, 
which is a whole other story. 

Thad an '80 Westfalia, air-cooled with all those 
great Porshe-Bosch parts that malfunctioned just as 
often, but cost 10 times more. And melted a valve. I had 
been planning to go to Oregon to meet with Ken Kesey 
(he was one of the Merry Pranksters that Tom Wolf 
wrote Electric Kool-aid Acid Test about. Ken Kesey also 
wrote One Flew Over The Kuckoos nest). Well, at one 
time in my life, Ken Kesey was kinda a hero to me. So I 
was in a bookstore in Farmville, Va., telling this story, 
and the lady who owned the bookstore, Marcia, came up 
and said, “I’m sorry, but I couldn't help but overhear 
your story. I used to live in Northern California in the 
60’s, and I was also a big fan of Ken Kesey. I have an 
old VW in my back lot that I drove from Oregon in the 
early 70’s and I’ve always wanted to restore, but never 
got around to it.” 

I said, “Wow, well I’m kinda broke right now.” 
Marcia said, “I have a real strong feeling about this, and 
you are supposed to go to Oregon in this Volkswagen. 


aaas 


This van is meant to be for you. I’ll make a deal,” she 
went and got a Ken Kesey book off the shelf and said, 
“T'll let you take her on your word that you’ll pay me 
$600 when you have the money on the condition that you 
get Ken to autograph this book for me.” That is how I 
got her! I mailed her $500, and she said don't worry 
about the rest. 

Once we broke down in Waco Texas for three days 
and the mechanic who rebuilt her was legally blind. His 
son built the engine while listening to the old man 
instruct him. 

We have a wealth of memorabilia, as we have 
collected everything from those days. To what extent, 
and to how much detail we can put towards getting it 
together depends basically on my time, and available 
funds. This is why I had to let her go. I knew that I 
didn’t have the time or money to tinker anymore with 
her. If I kept her, she would just continue to degrade, but 
if I let her go, maybe she could get restored. This was 
always my dream for her. 

One day I went to the woods and said a prayer and 
asked my Creator what I should do with her. The next 
day, I went outside, and both of her tires were slashed. 
People wrote me from all over the country trying to 
persuade me to keep her, but the decision had been made. 

This is a side note. We are all still very active 
performers as a group. We are serious musicians and 
even more serious clowns. A friend of mine, named 
Patch Adams is a M.D. He is also a clown. For 30 years, 
he has never charged a patient. He says that medicine 
should be a service, not a business. He is also very 
socially and politically outspoken. This Dec. 25th, a 
movie about Patch's life will be released by Universal 
starring Robin Williams. We are preparing for major 
exposure, so it is good that we have this time, and that 
you are fixing Bessie up so quickly. 

I think there is much room for all of us to get a 
really good message to the world, and have lots of fun 
doing it, and make a little money in the process so that 
we can continue to make our dreams come true, and help 
others to do the same. Thank you for helping make ours 
and Bessies dream come true, our ultimate dream is 
HEALING, for the environment, Mother Earth, the 
animals and all people. No more b.s., we've all been 
through enough, lets make a big celebration. I also have 
friends in New Orleans, and we have been talking about 
world Mardi Gras Carnival Ball. So we've been at it for 
many years, and we have been weathered, but the dream 
is still very alive, and we haven’t even begun! 

Many Blessings, 

JacobDevaney 


———————————— 
Old Bus Review, December 1998 page 11 


Coming Events 
Regular Chapter Meetings 


Albuquerque, New Mexico: Route 66 Splits invites you to join 
us at Mannies Restaurant (Central & Girard, right on Route 66), 
the last Wednesday of each month, 7 PM. Info: (505) 260-4570. 


Vallejo, California: The Split Bus Club meets the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at 7:30 PM. Call for location: (510) 724-0470. 


Redlands, California: third Wednesday of the month: Vintage 
Transporter Owners meets at Giovanni's Pizza, Redlands. 6:30 
PM. Info: Johnny Salazar, (909) 389-9477. 


San Gabriel, California: 1st Sunday of the month: Box on Wheels 
meets: Chano's Mexican Food, San Gabriel, California, on Las 
Tunas Drive. Info: Daniel, (800) 809-4560 (voice mail). 


Sacramento, California: 1st Wednesday of the month, 
Sacramento Samba Society meets at Pescados on Fair Oaks & 
Fulton, 7 PM. Info: Todd or Dean, (916) 631-3650, after 6 PM. 


Portland, Oregon: Flat Four Transporters meets first Wednesday 
of the month at Flying Pie Pizza, 7804 SE Stark, Portland. 7:30 
PM. Contact Burt Reif, (503) 235-9219. 


Dallas, Texas: Lone Star Transporter Assn. meets second Sunday 
of each month, 3:30 PM, at Cafe Brazil, 2071 N. Central 
Expressway, at Campbell Rd., in Richardson. Info: (972) 396- 
9513. 


Arlington, Texas: Metroplex Micros meets 2nd Monday of every 
month at CiCi’s Pizza, 415 N. Main Street, Euless, TX. Info: 
(817) 267-6905. 


Seattle, Washington: first Wednesday of the month: Cascade 
Kombis meets at Northgate Station Roundtable Pizza, 9895 Ist 
Ave., NE, Seattle. 7 PM. Info: (206) 783-1779. 


Phoenix, Arizona: Arizona Bus Club meets every third 
Wednesday at at Peter Piper Pizza, Metro Center, 7:30 PM. Info: 
(602) 877-8662, or (602) 867-7672. 


Tempe, Arizona: SWATO meets last Sunday of each month: 
Shoney's Restaurant, 165 W. Baseline Rd (Baseline & I-10). 7 
PM. Info: (602) 755-8990. 


Clearwater, Florida: Das Kool Bullis meets 1st Tuesday of the 
month at Mexico Grande in Clearwater. Usually about 7:30. 
Come out for Type 2 Taco Tuesday. Info: (813) 733-4318 


Corvallis, Oregon: VWs of Western Oregon meets 2nd Tuesday 
of the month at Woodstock's Pizza, 1045 N.W. Kings Avenue, 
Corvallis. 6:30 PM. Contact Jack Maynard, (541) 754-2579. 
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January, 1999 
15-17 (North Carolina): “Frozenbus,” Weekend Campout. To 
be held at VanHoy Farms (the former home of the “Old Time 
Fiddler’s Convention”) in Harmony, NC. 106 acres on which to 
camp and mill around at a cost of $5.00 per night per person. 
Electric hookups are there for those that want to use them (for an 
extra fee). Hot showers and flush toilets are availible to all campers. 
Open fires for cooking and warmth are permitted and well 
behaved pets are welcome too. For more info contact Chris at 
(910) 545-9205 or email vw69bus@mindspring.com or visit the 
website at hitp://www.mindspring.com/~vw69bus/ncfrozenbus. html 


23-24 (Arizona): “Buses by the Bridge III,” Weekend 
Campout sponsored by the London Bridge Bullis, West Coast 
Metric, and NEATO. At Crazy Horse Campground in Lake 
Havasu City, AZ. All Type 2 owners & enthusiasts welcome! 
Chili cookout, raffle, swap spaces, new vendors, VW show. 
Raffle Grand Prize: Completely Rebuilt 1600cc engine! All 
proceeds donated to the Arizona Child Association for Abused 
Kids. For info contact John Howard (520) 855-7735 
vwhoward@ctaz.com or Ronnies Old Volks Home (520) 680- 
7764 ronnie@ctaz.com. 


February, 1999 
6-7 (Georgia): “4th Annual Dead of Winter Campout,” 
sponsored by Peach State Transporters at Cloudland Canyon 
State Park in the NW Georgia mountains. The park is off GA 
136, 8 miles east of Trenton and I-59, 18 miles NW of 
Lafayette. For more info, call Dave at (770) 514-9159 or email 
deasterw@mindspring.com 


7 (California): "O.C.T.O. Winter Bus Event,” Swap and 
Display sponsored by the Orange County Transporter 
Organization. ‘Til 1967 Type II’s get free preferred swap & 
display spaces, so leave your Ford at home! First come - first 
served for spaces, limited room. Held at Transporter Garden, 
7732 Talbert Ave., Huntington Beach, CA. Phone (714) 848- 
5955 for info. 

April, 1999 
10 (Tennessee): “Spring Thaw”, VW Car Show. Sponsored 
by Cool Breeze VW Club. At the Shake Shack Drive-In in 
Cleveland, TN from 9am-4:30pm. $15 Show Car Entry, 
vendors & spectators free! For more info contact Randy 
Strickland (423) 479-5665 email bugoff1@juno.com or 
George Rymer (423) 476-6864. 


Please note: This is not a complete listing of VW events. The 
emphasis is on NEATO or other bus club-sponsored events. Please 
contact sponsors for further information and to confirm dates/ 
locations (changes can happen!). 


Event organizers: Send notice of your plans early so Bus People 
worldwide can make their plans! 3 ş 


The Swap Area 


Did you turn here first? Put your “For Sale,” “Wanted,” etc., in writing 
and mail it to the address below and it will be published here. Classified 
ads are free, and will be run for one issue only, unless renewed. Deadline 
for submitting ads for the next OBR is January 15th. Write to: 


Old Bus Review 
335 Atlanta Street 
Marietta, Georgia 30060 


or email: neato@mindspring.com 


Display Advertisers Please Note: Old Bus Review accepts advertising. 
Rates are $18 per issue for business card sized ad, $36 per issue for 
quarter-page ad, $60 per issue for half-page ad (other advertising options 
are available). Ads should be “camera ready” and mailed to address above. 


“NOS” means New Old Stock, new parts manufactured or distributed 
by Volkswagen. 


“OEM” means Original Equipment Manufacturer. 


For Sale: FOR SALE; 1958 standard Bus with optional 
sunroof and sliding glass cab divider. An unusual option 
combination, I suspect the original owner had a lot of noisey 
kids, and blocked out the noise with the divider at will. The 
bus is fairly solid and fairly complete. Mainly needs cab floor 
repair panels, one rocker and some bellypan work. Good beam 
and trans, comes with good runnung 36hp motor not installed. 
Bus also has a set of HURST bumpers installed. $4000 for the 
Bus as is. No, I will not sell the Hurst bumpers separate. Call 
Bob 716-795-3569 before 10:00 Eastern time or e-mail 
BusNutBob@aol.com 


For Sale: 1967 Deluxe walk-thru non-sunroof. Virginia title. 
Solid no-hit nose & wheel arches. Needs rockers repaired, 
have good replacement panels. Good for restore. Joe (215) 
529-7934 PA 


For Sale: 1967 Swiss Postal Highroof RHD. Restoration 
project. This bus is located in Switzerland and was saved by 
my sister nearly a year ago in the hope of finding it a good 
home and preservation. If not sold in the next month it will 
very likely be scapped as she will lose storage. David (403) 
627-2081 or write David J. Glass, Box 896, Pinche Creek, 
Alberta, Canada TOK-1W0 


For Sale: a pair of NOS single cab gates. One is perfect the 
other has a couple of dings and two of the tilt hooks cut off. 
Easily repaired $800 for the pair - sorry, will not separate. Call 
Bob 716-795-3569 before 10:00 Eastern time or e-mail 
BusNutBob@aol.com 


For Sale: NOS side cargo door for single cab, 261 829 061C, 
$200 US; and considereable new & used 36 hp engine parts 
which are surplus to my needs. David (403) 627-2081 or write 
David J. Glass, Box 896, Pinche Creek, Alberta, Canada TOK- 
1wo 


For Sale: Bed strips for single & double cabs, identical to 
stock, made of solid oak or ash, your choice $125 a set. Randy 
(562) 690-9416 vwgeek@flash.net 


For Sale: In very ‘limited’ quantities, ‘59-'61 Westfalia Deluxe 
Tumblers. N.O.S. O.E.M. `59-`61 Westfalia Shot Glass sized 
tumblers. These are NOS items from the original manufacturer, 
made in Germany. Each set includes 6 of the small spun 
aluminum tumblers, in the factory correct colors. Note!! These 
sets for sale DO NOT INCLUDE THE HOLDER, COVER, 
OR 4 LARGER GLASSES. Price is $110 postpaid per set of 6 
small colored tumblers. For pictures and detailed information 
check out my website at http://www.glasscity.net/users/todds/ 
bus.htm or call Todd at (419) 531-2954 


For Sale: Parts: 14" & 15" rims, $15/ea.; side step diamond 
plate early 60's accessory $100; roof rack 2/3 length Bekiwa, 
needs hold downs, $325; 1957-61 chrome tail light rings new 
$30/ea.; EMPI Type II Compensator "new" $150. Vanagon 
parts availible also. Joe (215) 529-7934 PA 


For Sale: CrewCab rear seat frame $100.00, 4 louvered 
windows with interior frames no screens $35 each, Fiberglass 
PopTop from '66 Westfalia $50, 6 15" wheels $10each, 2 rear 
seats good frames, bad upholstery $100 each. Shipping extra, 
Toma Keller 410-796-1640 MD. 


For Sale: Bubble window tent; 99% of poles; open to offers. 
For sale or trade. Write K. Kraus, 555 Weston, Toledo, Ohio 
43609 


Bus Rust Repair Panels: Our panels may cost a little more, 
but you can spend the money and time you'll save in body shop 
costs on the open road enjoying your bus! Our high quality, 
fitted panels LAST and require no major refabrication. Das 
Bulli Haus * 18 Ward Lane * North Franklin, CT 06254 * 
(860) 642-7242. 


For Sale: Large inventory of used and NOS '67 and earler Bus 
parts. Also panel replacement, rust repair, collision damage 
repair services offered. Call with your needs or for technical 
advice. The Bus Stop; Charlie Hamill; P.O. Box 755, 
Westminster, CA 92683. (714) 892-5293. 


Deluxe Microbus Plastic Beading: Red, dark (velvet) green, 
light (turquoise) green, blue & black. Reproduced exactly as 
original to fit in beltline moulding. Send $25 check for 50 feet 
to: Craig Seabrook; 14444 Watt Road; Novelty, OH 44072. 
(216) 338-5950. 


Travel & Camp the Great Southwest-in the comfortable and 
easy-to-drive VW Vanagon Westfalia Camper. Airport pick- 
up. Friendly and knowledgeable staff. Roamin' Holiday, VW 
Camper Rentals (Albuquerque, Phoenix, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles): (800) 969-8040. (E-mail: roamin@rt66.com). 
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Looking for a few good Campers: 1986 and newer 
Westfalias, anywhere in North America. Need to be in above 
average condition. Also, consider consigning your late-model 
Westfalia with us for rental income. Roamin' Holiday, VW 
Camper Rentals (Albuquerque & Phoenix): (800) 969-8040. 


Split Window Bus Registry: Check out our website at http:// 
www .busregistry.com. Email theo@busregistry.com or call 
(888) 739-1982. 


Free VW Service: We will sell or find a buyer for your VW 
free. Also free appraising of your VW for insurance & sales. 
Jerry Jess, 3121 E. Yucca St., Phoenix, AZ 85028. Phone/fax 
(602) 867-7672. 


For Sale: Vintage Collection Trading Cards, engraved metal 
cards with beautiful images of vintage Type 2's (ambulance, 
deluxe, Westfalia, fire truck, panel, single cab, high roof, with 
more to come). Highly collectible! Info: D G Enterprises; 
43155 N. Sierra Hwy., Suite #24; Lancaster, CA 93534. (805) 
945-5622. 


For Sale: VW postcards & posters. Full color and imported 
from Germany, all variations of pre-68 Transporters included 
as well as Bug & Ghia. ** New poster just in with 81 different 
buses with custom designed German commercial logos from 
1960 an earlier, amazing designs. Available as a small & large 
poster and a postcard.** Also two Bus sets available at $16 for 
each set of 21, or 85 cents ea. Small posters (12"x16") $7 ea. 
Large posters (20"x28") $12 ea. Add $1 per 25 postcards and 
$2 for every 4 posters for S&H. SASE for full list. Write: John 
Melville, 106 Ridge St. #4D, NY, NY 10002 or e-mail: 
jm2715@tribeca.ios.com 


For trade only: I have 62-63 passenger side rear corner, part 
# 211 813 356C with oval tail light hole, I need passenger side 
corner #211 813 356D or 241 813 356D with out tail light 
hole, or with round hole. I have passenger side rear quarter 
panel, late 63-66 with inward facing vents and lip on wheel 
well, #211 809 102F, I need rear quarter with outward facing 
vents and flat wheel well, part #221 809 102A. I have drivers 
side thin lip dog leg, late 63-67 part # 211 809 501A, I need 
drivers side fat lip dog leg, part #211 809 501. I have All NOS 
parts and I only trade for NOS parts. The above parts are for 
trade only. Sales will NOT be considered, don't even bother 
calling to ask. I will pay shipping and any cost difference in 
parts. I also have a NOS cargo rocker support piece, part #211 
809 591B to use as trade towards the parts I need to restore my 
58 hard top deluxe. Thank you for your help. Neil Pickett, 38 
Center Street, Candler NC 28715 (828) 665-1650, 
npbusguy@aol.com 


New California Chapter Forming: If you live between Santa 
Barbara and Paso Robles and would like to be a part of 
forming a NEATO chapter, call Bryan in San Luis Obispo at 
(805) 549-7884 or e-mail to vw4kids@juno.com 
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For Sale: Brekina Buses--early discontinued versions, huge 
selection, $12 each. Split Screen Bus Keychains--Kerico--2-1/ 
4" long metal 3-dimensional window Bus, red & white, green 
& white, blue & white, orange & white or chrome, $5 each. 
Buckeye German Jubilee 1997 limited edition (35 pieces) Split 
Screen Camper, 2" long on base, pewter, $12.00 each. 1998 
VW Classic Weekend and Jerome Jamboree Video Tape--66 
minutes long, includes S.O.T.O. meet, Toy Show and VW 
Classic and Jerome Jamboree 8, $8. Jerome Jamboree Video 
Tape--104 minutes, includes 1994, 1995, 1996 & 1997 footage 
of the best VW bus event in the southwest!, $10. Johnny 
Lightning--limited edition Buses, red & black, mint boxed, 
$16. VW Cigarette Lighter--Zippo style with VW logo, Mr. 
Bubblehead or VW Cog Wheel logo, $5. Vitesse-- 1/43 scale 
limited edition Van, only 500 made, each numbered, mint 
green over off white, Connecticut Volkswagen Association 
logo on sides, from 1995, $20. Hong Kong--set of 6 1950's 
cars with 10 road signs, includes Split Window Bug & Split 
Screen Singlecab Pickup, HO scale plastic, these are old stock 
from the 1950's on the original card, only $15 a set. Hammer-- 
1960's 3" plastic split screen van, commemorative for 
Southwest Bug-In I, 25 made, each numbered, 1 left, only $15. 
Pewter Volkswagens--2" to 2-1/2" long, highly detailed, all 
hand-cast, only $10 each-Doublecab Pickup w/removable 
canopy, Singlecab Pickup w/removable canopy, Panel Van, 
Kombi, Deluxe 23 window Bus with closed sunroof or with 
open sunroof, Dormobile Camper. Make us your source for 
back issues of HOT VWs and VW TRENDS magazines. Huge 
selection, right prices. Call or send list of wants. Add $6 per 
order for shipping. Send for our free 18 page illustrated catalog 
of VW items. Melissa & Jerry Jess, 3121 East Yucca St., 
Phoenix, AZ 85028-2616, phone & fax 602/867-7672 email: 
vwstuff@uswest.net 


Wanted: panel van any year , decent rustfree body , 
mechanical not important. no double doors please, 310-793- 
0129 E-mail: oldcarstuf@aol.com CA 


Wanted: Rear corners ( both sides) front and rear bumpers, 
rear apron and single filament "bubble" tail light for 1954 
panel. Also front bumper trim for early deluxe "ribbed" 
bumper. S.L.O.W bus club in Vancouver B.C. Canada 
area..interested? Call Trevor (604)-253-1241 


Wanted: tilts and bows for early single cab (complete or 
parts). Also sc roof rack (prefer wood slats) As usual looking 
for front bumper trim for '57 deluxe, will trade for cash. 
Thanks. Trevor (604) 253-1241 


Wanted: Always looking for pre '67 Westfalias, single cabs, 
crewcabs, Things, convertible Ghias, Barndoors, etc. Must be 
dry but not trailer queens. Mark (520) 214-0105 AZ 
mgullo@drmartensusa.com 


Wanted: Blue & white Buddy L toy bus, other colors 
considered. Andrew (978) 465-2908. 


Wanted: Middle seat for 1960 Double Door Standard 
Micrbus. Full width middle seat with flip forward section on 
both sides for access to rear seat. Dave (770) 514-9159 or 
email deasterw@mindspring.com 


Wanted: Original grey carpet that goes over the engine bay 
area for 66 deluxe walk through bus. Dealer tag frame from 
Leroy Cannon motors in Greenville, South Carolina. Plastic 
caps that go in the end of the rear seat bar. Aluminum corner 
piece for wood slat roof rack, and a couple of uprights for the 
same. NOS outside door handles for 58 bus, need all of them. 
Good Continental tires , sizes 7.00X14 and 6.40X15 and 
original safari window glass, some bubbles are ok. Thanks for 
your help. Neil Pickett, 38 Center street, Candler, NC 28715 
828-665-1650 npbusguy@aol.com 


Wanted: All type II's '67 and earlier. Highroofs, crewcabs, 
early panels and parts. Send info and pictures via email or US 
mail. axon@wavenet.com Demetrios (310) 313-2966 P.O. 
Box 2642, Culver City, CA 90066 


Wanted: combustion blower motor for 81 vanagon gas heater. 
Neil Pickett, 38 Center street, Candler, NC 28715 828-665- 
1650 npbusguy@aol.com 


Free: Fridge/Icebox- came in my 66 Westfalia. Not sure if 
original or not. I never use it. Michelle- (503) 232-5397 
Portland, Oregon 


1999 “Variations” Calendar 


Yet another Bus Calendar has been 
professionally produced for the 
Split Hungry of the World - this 

one entitled: “Variations, 1999”. This 

years calendar is another joint effort 
between NEATO, the Split Screen 
Van Club, and the Bulli Kartei 
Each month has a different photo 
of an amazing and unusual split 
window bus. Only 50 have been 
sent to NEATO, so order yours 
NOW! Price is just $18 including 
Priority Mail. Send your orders to: 


NEATO 
P.O. Box 4190 


Albuquerque, NM 87196 


VW Bus Christmas Cards 


CC11 


NEW DESIGN! 
FULL COLOR! 
TOP QUALITY! 


Send stamp for sample card 


20 Cards With Envelopes 
$ 20 22 

40 Cards With Envelopes 
$37 00 


Order by phone at 804/758-4663 
fax at 804/758-4373 or e-mail at 
cody @inna.net 
Visa and Mastercard accepted 
or send check with order 


Chesapeake Artworks ° P.O. Box 700 ° Urbanna, VA 23175 
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